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Cooperative  Planning  Effort  Seen  As  Model 


ABPP  ASSISTS  PARK  PLANNING 


Is  it  possible  to  reconcile 

suburban  growth  with  the  preservation 
of  large  areas  of  open  land?  Can  the 
National  Park  Service  work 
cooperatively  with  neighboring 
jurisdictions  to  manage  development 
around  park  boundaries? 

These  major  issues  now  arise  as 
the  National  Park  Service  attempts  to 
deal  with  the  explosive  growth  facing 
the  Fredericksburg-Spotsylvania 
National  Military  Park,  located  50 
miles  south  of  Washington,  D.C.  This 
current  challenge  is  not  unlike  the 
situation  confronted  by  many  once- 
isolated  national  parks. 

Residential  subdivisions  and  strip- 
commercial  development  are  beginning 
to  surround  the  four  major  units  at 
Fredericksburg  and  pose  a  severe 
challenge  to  the  park's  mission  of 
explaining  the  significance  of  the  Civil 
War  battles  that  claimed  more  than 
100,000  lives. 

The  historic  conflicts  at  Fredericks- 
burg, Chancellorsville,  Wilderness, 
and  Spotsylvania  Courthouse  rendered 
this  corner  of  Virginia  into  America's 
"killing  fields,"  the  bloodiest  spot  on 
the  continent. 

Planning  actions  taken  during  the 
next  five  years  will  determine  whether 
or  not  the  battlefields  within  the 
National  Park  will  be  surrounded  by 
suburban  sprawl  or  whether  the  rolling 
farm  country,  which  characterized  the 
area  during  the  Civil  War,  can 
continue  to  convey  the  meaning  of 
this  place. 

The  Development  of  the  Park 


The  history  of  the  park's 
establishment  and,  in  particular,  the 
methods  used  by  the  federal 
government  to  buy  land  there  illustrate 
why  development  impinges  on  this 


National  Park  more  than  similar 
growth  occurring  around  other  parks. 
Created  by  Congress  in  1927  and 
placed  under  the  jurisdiction  of  the 
War  Department,  the  Fredericksburg- 
Spotsylvania  park  was  purchased  in 
long  narrow  strips  that  follow  trench 
lines  and  marching  paths  rather  than 
being  created  with  large  parcels 
encompassing  entire  combat  areas. 
Often  these  strips  of  land  cut  through 
the  middle  of  existing  farms.  To 
persuade  reluctant  farmers  to  sell  to 
the  government  and  to  allow  their  land 
to  be  divided  in  this  way,  the  Army 
liberally  granted  perpetual  access 
rights  to  the  new  roads  routed  along 
trench  lines  for  visitor  access.  What 
started  out  as  a  pragmatic  and  cost- 
effective  method  of  land  acquisition, 
designed  in  an  era  when  the  area's 
agrarian  nature  seemed  assured, 


actually  sowed  the  seeds  of  today's 
management  challenges.  Although  the 
park's  land  holdings  have  been 
expanded  in  each  of  the  four 
battlefield  units,  less  than  half  of  the 
core-battle  zone  is  contained  within  th 
authorized  boundary  of  each 
battlefield. 
Growth  in  the  Fredericksburg  Area 

During  the  1980s  Fredericksburg 
and  surrounding  counties  were  among 
the  fastest-growing  jurisdictions  in 
Virginia.  According  to  a  recent  study 
by  the  University  of  Virginia's  Center 
for  Public  Service,  the  area  now  ranks 
as  the  state's  fastest-growing  region, 
outpacing  even  Northern  Virginia,  its 
nearest  competitor.  Spotsylvania 
County,  which  claims  the  bulk  of  the 
park's  approximately  8,000  acres,  wil 
increase  in  population  to  a  projected 
92,000  by  the  year  2000  from  32,000 
in  1980.  The  county  is  like  many 
jurisdictions  in  Virginia,  which  views 
land-use  planning  with  caution  and 
which  severely  restricts  local 
governments  in  exercising  regulatory 
authority  over  private  development. 
Until  recently,  Spotsylvania  did  not 
focus  extensively  on  the  widespread 
development  headed  toward  it  from 
Washington,  D.C,  along  Interstate 

A  SmV/^Ual  Ff  om  Unquestioned 
Growth 

Circumstances  within  the  last  thret 
years  have  boosted  hopes  for  the 
improvement  of  this  bleak  scenario. 

First,  the  recession  that  began  in 
1990  halted  many  development 
proposals.    A  change  in  local  politics 


in  1991  brought  several  new  elected 
officials  to  the  board  of  supervisors, 
the  county's  governing  body.  The  shift 
in  local  politics  away  from 
unquestioned  acceptance  of  growth 
may  be  due  in  part  to  the  arrival  of  a 
critical  mass  of  newcomers  familiar 
with  the  high  costs  and  congestion 
brought  about  by  overdevelopment  in 
nearby  Northern  Virginia.  Many  of 
these  newcomers  came  to  Spotsylvania 
precisely  because  it  offers  a  less 
expensive  and  less  harried  semirural 
lifestyle  than  is  available  in  suburban 
areas  closer  to  Washington. 
A  New  Approach  by  the  NPS 

In  1990,  new  Fredericksburg- 
Spotsylvania  National  Military  Park 
Superintendent  Maria  Burks  sought  to 
improve  the  park's  relations  with  local 
officials,  including  those  from 
Spotsylvania  County.  Burks  crafted  a 
new  strategy  for  dealing  with 
development  of  "related  lands"  that  lie 
outside  the  park  boundary  but  remain 
critical  to  the  park's  interpretive 
mission.  The  new  approach  grew  out 
of  the  realization  that  previous  park 
efforts  to  comment  on  local  land-use 
decisions  were  not  very  effective 
because  official  park  review  of 
development  proposals  came  long  after 
developers  had  invested  money  in 
engineered  designs.  This  placed  the 
Park  Service  in  the  reactive  position  of 
attempting  to  change  decisions  that  had 
already  been  made,  except  in  the  most 
formal  sense. 

To  forge  a  common  bond  with  the 
county  and  other  localities,  the  park 
set  out  to  become  an  active  and 
concerned  member  of  the  community's 
broader  land-management  team.  Park 
staff  participated  in  such  planning 
groups  as  the  Fredericksburg  Visions 
Task  Force  and  the  Hospitality 
Council.  Park  managers  initiated  a 
partnership  with  the  local  preservation 
organization  and  the  regional  planning 
council  to  host  a  series  of  dinner 
seminars  for  elected  officials.  The 
seminars  showcased  innovative 
planning  and  open-space  development 
techniques  particularly  applicable  to 
areas  around  the  battlefields.  Park 
staff  also  paid  attention  to  the  planning 
needs  of  the  localities  and  matched 
them  with  grants  opportunities. 


Approximately  $30,000  in  grants  for 
preservation,  exhibit  design  and 
construction,  and  rails-to-trails  projects 
went  directly  to  localities  through  the 
park's  efforts. 


EXPLANATION 
Positions  Erening-  of May  2  t 
Second  Positions  of  \  ,    j  . 
Firstlhrision  Morning  I 


POSITIONS   OP    THE    1JTH    COHP8    AND    PART    OP    THE 

3D   CORPS,    COVERING    THE   CHANCELLOK8- 

VTLLE    PLATEAU.  MAT  2  AND  3. 


Simultaneously,  park  staff 
examined  the  positions  that  the  park 
had  taken  on  recent  development 
proposals.  Recognizing  that  growth 
and  change  are  facts  of  life,  the  park 
began  to  focus  on  "key  park  values. " 
Broadly  defined,  these  are  the  specific 
elements  of  the  visitor  experience  or 
the  historic  resources  that  are  present 
at  each  site. 

Responding  to  the  park's  new 
approach  to  land-management  issues 
and  to  increasing  widespread  support 
for  thoughtful  planning,  Spotsylvania 
County  approached  the  park  to  prepare 
design  standards  for  development  on 
related  lands.  To  achieve  this,  park 
staff,  working  with  professional  staff 
of  the  National  Park  Service  Mid- 
Atlantic  Regional  Office,  first  had  to 
map  the  lands  and  define  the  values. 
When  the  county  began  to  revise  its 
comprehensive  plan  in  1992,  the  park 
and  the  county  presented  the  new 
maps  and  other  information  during  the 
routine  course  of  public  sessions. 
A  Partnership  with  the  American 
Battlefield  Protection  Program 

The  American  Battlefield  Protec- 
tion Program  (ABPP),  an  initiative  of 


the  National  Park  Service  created  in 
response  to  the  conflict  over  a 
proposal  to  construct  a  shopping  mall 
next  to  the  Manassas  National 
Battlefield  Park,  was  asked  to  provide 
technical  assistance  and  to  support  thti 
work  initiated  by  the  park  managers 
and  the  county.  Because  ABPP's 
mission  is  to  strengthen  the  local 
stewardship  of  battlefields,  the 
program  was  eager  to  provide 
assistance.    ABPP  recognized  the 
innovative  nature  of  the  cooperative 
relationship  between  the  county  and 
Fredericksburg-Spotsylvania  park  as  a 
potential  model  for  the  scores  of  othe 
battlefields  in  both  public  and  private 
ownership  (few  battlefields  are  entirel 
in  public  ownership). 

To  help  solidify  the  working 
relationship  between  the  park  and  the 
county  and  to  ensure  a  full  discussion 
of  these  issues,  the  ABPP  provided 
substantial  financial  support  to  the 
county  to  revise  the  battlefield 
preservation  component  of  the 
comprehensive  plan.  Spotsylvania 
County  has  contributed  to  this  new 
alliance  by  creating  a  system  for 
monitoring  development  proposals  in 
areas  within  the  park's  study  of  couni  i 
Civil  War  sites.  Under  this  system, 
the  park  is  given  an  opportunity  to 
review  the  proposals  and  offer 
comments  at  the  earliest  stages  of  the 
county's  review  process. 

ABPP  also  is  funding  the  addition 
work  involved  in  responding  to  the 
county's  original  request  for  design 
standards.  The  standards  are  being 
prepared  for  the  Park  Service  by  the 
Natural  Lands  Trust,  under  the 
direction  of  Randall  Arendt  and 
Michael  Clarke.  Arendt  is  a  land- 
planning  specialist  and  a  well-known 
advocate  of  cluster  techniques  as  a 
method  of  preserving  open  space  and 
maintaining  traditional  landscape 
forms.    The  Trust  also  is  developing  t 
voluntary  landowner-stewardship 
program. 
Geographic  Information  System 

In  addition  to  the  financial  support 
it  has  brought  to  the  project,  the 
American  Battlefield  Protection 
Program  has  tapped  the  NPS  Culture , 
Resources  Geographic  Information 
System  (GIS)  Unit  to  comprehensive! ' 


map  the  four  battlefields  and  their 
associated  resources.  The  aim  of  the 
computer  mapping  project  is  to 
facilitate  analyses  of  information  from 
such  diverse  sources  as  historic  maps 
from  the  19th  century  to  present-day 
aerial  photographs  showing  current 
land-use/land-cover.    In  compiling  the 
GIS,  Park  Service  staffers  use  Global 
Positioning  System  (GPS)  technology 
to  pinpoint  the  locations  of  such 
historic  features  as  house  sites,  road 
traces,  and  field  fortifications. 

For  the  first  time,  accurate  maps 
will  be  available  showing  the  locations 
of  approximately  38  miles  of 
earthwork  fortifications  that  lie  within 
the  NPS  boundary.  By  comparing  the 
locations  of  these  park  features  with 
the  historic  maps  that  depict  them  over 
a  wider  area  than  encompassed  by  the 
park,  the  park  staff  can  make  educated 
guesses  about  where  such  features 
exist  outside  the  park.  At  some  point, 
they  can  confirm  such  predictions  by 
conducting  a  limited  field  survey  (with 
the  permission  of  the  affected 
landowner). 
Conclusion 

Fredericksburg-Spotsylvania 
National  Military  Park  has  come  a 
long  way  in  clarifying  its  interest  in 
lands  beyond  its  jurisdiction  and  in 
communicating  the  historic  and 
interpretive  values  represented  by 
these  areas.  A  solid  working 
relationship  now  is  established 
between  the  county  and  the  park;  both 
sides  see  the  value  of  having  active 
and  early  participation  by  park 
managers  in  reviewing  development  in 
areas  outside  of  the  park.  Early  drafts 
of  the  new  comprehensive  plan 
highlight  the  need  for  the  county  to 
capitalize  on  the  economic  potential  of 
the  National  Park  by  promoting 
selective,  carefully  controlled 
development  in  corridors  linking  the 
battlefield  areas. 

Implementation  of  the  plan,  of 
course,  depends  primarily  on  local 
politics.  In  the  meantime,  by  working 
on  a  case-by-case  basis  with  individual 
landowners,  the  park  staff  will  strive 
to  preserve  the  most  significant 
resources  within  the  context  of 
compatible  development. 


NEW  SUPERINTENDENT 
NAMED  AT  "FRED-SPOT" 
NATIONAL  MILITARY  PARK 

Martha  K.  (Marti)  Leicester  is 

the  newly  appointed  superintendent  of 
the  Fredericksburg-Spotsylvania 
National  Military  Park.  Leicester,  who 
currently  serves  as  chief  of  program 
development  of  the  Presidio  in  San 
Francisco,  begins  her  new  job  in 
November. 

"Ms.  Leicester's  extensive 
background  in  history,  education,  and 
community  relations  makes  her 
especially  well  qualified  to  manage 
Fredericksburg-Spotsylvania  National 
Military  Park,"  says  B.J.  Griffin, 
regional  director  of  the  Mid-Atlantic 
Region  of  the  National  Park  Service. 
"She  will  use  this  ability  to  protect  the 
park's  eminence  in  Civil  War  history 
and  work  with  the  community  to 
protect  the  land." 

Leicester  began  her  National  Park 
Service  career  in  1972  as  a  seasonal 
park  ranger  at  Salem  Maritime 
National  Historic  Site  in  Salem,  MA. 

CIVIL  WAR  COIN  ORDER 
INFORMATION  AVAILABLE 
THROUGH  C.  W.  TRUST 

Further  information  about 

the  sale  of  three  new  Civil  War 
commemorative  coins  that  will  be  sold 
starting  in  March  by  the  U.S.  Mint 
(Battlefield  Update,  September  1994) 
also  is  available  by  calling  the  Civil 
War  Trust  at  (800)  CWTRUST. 

FORTRESS  ROSECRANS 
SET  TO  OPEN  OCTOBER  31 

A  ceremony  on  October  31  at 

Stones  River  National  Battlefield  will 
mark  the  transfer  of  Fortress 
Rosecrans    from  the  City  of 
Murfreesboro,  TN,  to  the  National 
Park  Service.  For  further  information, 
contact  the  park  at  (615)  893-9501. 


COPIES  OF  THE  CWSAC 
BATTLEFIELD  REPORT 
AVAILABLE  FROM  ABPP 

A  limited  stock  of  the  Civil  War 

Sites  Advisory  Commission's  Report 
on  the  Nation 's  Civil  War  Battlefields 
is  available  to  the  public  at  no  charge 
from  the  American  Battlefield 
Protection  Program.  The  64-page 
report  presents  the  findings  of  the 
Congressionally  appointed  Civil  War 
Sites  Advisory  Commission,  which 
was  given  the  two-year  mission  of 
identifying  the  nation's  significant 
Civil  War  battlefields,  evaluating  theii 
condition,  and  making  recommenda- 
tions for  their  preservation. 

The  report  has  been  distributed  to 
Congress,  the  National  Park  Service, 
national  historic  preservation 
organizations,  governors,  state  parks 
departments,  state  historic  preservatioj 
offices,  and  local  governments  and 
preservation  organizations  associated 
with  the  priority  battlefield  sites 
identified  by  the  Commission. 

Interested  individuals  may  request 
single  copies  of  the  report; 
preservation  organizations,  local  and 
state  governments,  and  other  groups 
may  request  multiple  copies  for 
distribution.  To  request  the  report, 
write  to:  National  Park  Service, 
Interagency  Resources  Division— IMU 
P.O.  Box  37127,  LL99,  Washington, 
DC   20013-7127. 


Note:  Battlefield  Update  is  distributee 
free  of  charge.    We  invite  readers  to 
submit  news  items  for  the  Update  (we 
reserve  the  right  to  select  and  edit 
items  as  space  requires)  and  to  be 
added  to  our  mailing  list.    Please  call 
(202)  343-9505  or  fax  information  to 
(202)  343-1836  or  mail  to  the  return 
address  on  page  four. 
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ABPP  ASSISTANCE  LEADS 
TO  KERNSTOWN  LAND 
PURCHASE  OPTION  BY 
LOCAL  GOVERNMENTS 

The  purchase  and  future  preservation 
of  the  342 -acre  Grim  (Pritchard)  Farm 
in  Kernstown,  VA,  which  played  a 
significant  part  in  the  Civil  War  battles 
of  First  and  Second  Kernstown,  is 
well  on  its  way.  The  site  is  listed  as  a 
Priority  I  Civil  War  Battlefield  in  the 
Civil  War  Sites  Advisory  Commission 
Report  on  the  Nation 's  Civil  War 
Battlefields. 


The  County  of  Frederick  and  the  City 
of  Winchester  this  year  signed  a 
$500,000  purchase  option  on  the  farm, 
which  has  a  selling  price  of  $2.7 
million.  The  purchase  must  be 
completed  or  renegotiated  by  the  end 
of  1995.    A  major  part  of  the  purchase 
plan  is  a  $1 -million  federal  Intermodal 
Surface  Transportation  Efficiency  Act 
(ISTEA)  grant.  The  Virginia  State 
Department  of  Transportation  has 
committed  the  ISTEA  funds  to  the 
Frederick  County-Winchester 


Battlefield  Task  Force. 

Funds  to  cover  the  remaining  $1.2- 
million  obligation  for  the  purchase  of 
Grim  Farm  will  be  sought  through  a 
variety  of  means,  says  Robert 
Watkins,  director  of  Frederick 
County's  Department  of  Planning  and 
Development. 

The  American  Battlefield 
Protection  Program  assisted  the 
countywide  battlefield  preservation 
effort  with  a  $21,000  partnership 
funding  award  to  the  task  force  in 
fiscal  year  1993.  The  funds  are 
being  used  to  develop  a  countywide 
battlefield  protection  and  "vision" 
plan. 

NEW  BOOK  DETAILS 
ECONOMIC  BENEFITS  OF 
CIVIL  WAR  BATTLEFIELD 
PRESERVATION  EFFORTS 

Diversifying  local  economies  through 
safeguarding  battlefields  is  a  major 
message  of  the  newly  published  book, 
DollarS  and  Sense  of  Battlefield 
Preservation,  The  Economic  Benefits 
of  Protecting  Civil  War  Battlefields, 
A  Handbook  for  Community 
Leaders. 

The  99-page  handbook,  which  was 
written  by  Frances  H.  Kennedy  and 
Douglas  R.  Porter,  was  published  in 
October  by  the  Conservation  Fund  in 
partnership  with  the  American 
Farmland  Trust,  the  Association  for 
the  Preservation  of  Civil  War  Sites, 
the  Land  Trust  Alliance,  and  the 
National  Trust  for  Historic 
Preservation. 

The  handbook  describes  how 
battlefields  can  become  assets  to 
communities  as  income  generators  and 
as  open  space  with  historic  qualities. 
Among  other  information  dispensed  by 


Dollar$  and  Sense  is  an  outline  of 
how  to  develop  a  battlefield  plan  and 
glossary  of  battlefield  preservation 
tools. 

The  ABPP  will  distribute  copies  o 
Dollar$  and  Sense  free  of  charge  to 
state  historic  preservation  offices, 
battlefield  friends  organizations,  and 
other  preservation  partners. 


Individuals  who  want  to  purchase  a 
copy  of  the  handbook  should  contact 
The  Preservation  Press  at  (800)  766- 
6847. 

PRESERVATIONISTS'  BID 
FOR  BRANDY  STATION 
REJECTED  BY  COURT 

A  U.S.  bankruptcy  judge  in  late 
September  gave  a  major  boost  to  a 


.  ; 


Formula  One  racetrack  proposed  for  a 
425-acre  parcel  at  the  Brandy  Station 
battlefield  in  Culpeper,  VA.  Judge 
William  E.  Anderson  ruled  that  the 
parcel  can  be  sold  by  Elkwood  Downs 
L.P.  to  James  Lazor  of  Benton 
Ventures  Inc.,  which  proposes  the 
racetrack. 

Because  the  site  contains  wetlands, 
a  permit  for  altering  the  property  must 
be  obtained  by  the  U.S.  Army  Corps 
of  Engineers.  The  Advisory  Council 
on  Historic  Preservation  also  must 
issue  a  decision  on  the  effect  the 
racetrack  will  have  on  the  site,  which 
is  a  part  of  the  historic  acreage  where 
the  largest  calvary  battle  in  the 
western  hemisphere  occurred. 

The  court's  action  dashes  the 
hopes  of  preservationists  who 
presented  a  $5.2-million  bid  for  the 
entire  2,300  parcel  (Battlefield 
Update,  August).  The  bid  was 
submitted  in  July  on  behalf  of  the 
Association  for  the  Preservation  of 
Civil  War  Sites  and  the  Brandy  Station 
Foundation.  Developer  Lee  Sammis 
originally  had  proposed  a  1 ,500-acre 
industrial  development  for  the 
property.  The  project  was  approved  in 
1990  by  the  Culpeper  County  Board  of 
Supervisors.  However,  financial 
difficulties  forced  Elkwood  Downs  to 
file  for  protection  under  Chapter  1 1  of 
federal  bankruptcy  laws. 

As  a  result  of  the  bankruptcy 
court's  decision  to  accept  Sammis's 
plan  for  the  property,  he  will  retain 
250  acres  after  selling  the  525 
acres  to  Lazor.  Two  other  parcels 
also  are  being  purchased  by  separate 
buyers.  "They  have  rejected  the  idea 
that  a  Civil  War  battlefield  park  will 
bring  in  more  economic  development 
than  a  racetrack  that  operates  42  days 
of  the  year,"  says  Tersh  Boasberg,  the 
attorney  for  the  Brandy  Station 
Foundation. 

"We're  still  hoping  that  the 
[Army]  Corps  will  not  issue  the  permit 
and  that  the  Civil  War  community  will 
be  able  to  raise  the  money  to  purchase 
the  property,"  he  says. 


PROPOSED  SHENANDOAH 
VALLEY  BATTLEFIELD  PARK 
DEFERRED  BY  CONGRESS 

Legislation  introduced  this  year  during 
the  103rd  Congress  calling  for  new 
National  Park  Service  battlefield  parks 
in  Shenandoah  Valley,  VA;  Stones 
River,  TN;  and  Honey  Springs  and 
Washita,  OK;  was  not  acted  on.  A 
proposed  National  Park  Service 
interpretative  center  at  Corinth,  MS, 
also  met  the  same  fate.  All  of  the 
proposals  are  likely  to  be  reintroduced 
by  Congress  in  1995. 

The  Shenandoah  Valley  National 
Battlefield  Partnership  Act  of  1994 
called  for  a  network  of  battlefields 
comprising  approximately  1,863  acres 
at  Cedar  Creek,  Cross  Keys,  Fisher's 
Hill,  McDowell,  New  Market, 
Opequon,  Port  Republic,  Second 
Kernstown,  Second  Winchester,  and 
Tom's  Brook. 

The  Corinth  proposal  called  for  a 
$6  million  appropriation  for  an 
interpretative  center  to  be  managed  by 
the  Shiloh  National  Military  Park.  The 
bill  also  authorized  the  Secretary  of 
the  Interior  to  mark  14  sites  associated 
with  the  siege  and  battle  of  Corinth. 
The  legislation  concerning  the  Honey 
Springs  Battlefield  and  the  Battle  of 
Washita  bill  called  for  establishing 
National  Park  Service  units  at  both 
sites.  The  proposal  concerning  Stones 
River  requested  authorization  to  add 
historic  land  to  the  park. 

NEW  BATTLEFIELD  LESSON 
PLANS  ADDED  TO  TEACHING 
WITH  HISTORIC  PLACES 

New  classroom  lesson  plans  prepared 
by  the  Teaching  with  Historic  Places 
program  will  soon  be  available  to  a 
number  of  teachers  throughout  the 
nation  in  a  continuing  effort  to  help 
them  convey  to  their  students  the 
importance  and  relevance  of  several 
American  battlefields  and  sites  from 
diverse  wars. 

The  program  is  sponsored  by  the 
National  Park  Service  and  the  National 
Trust  for  Historic  Preservation. 
Lesson  plans  will  soon  be  available 
that  explain  the  history  and 
significance  of  the  Stones  River 


National  Battlefield  and  the  USS 
Arizona  at  Pearl  Harbor. 

Earlier  this  year  Teaching  with 
Historic  Places  released  a  lesson  plan 
on  the  first  Battle  of  Manassas. 
Among  other  lesson  plan  topics 
expected  to  be  published  later  in  199f 
are  on  the  Revolutionary  War-related 
Guilford  Courthouse  National  Militar 
Park  in  North  Carolina;  Gettysburg 
National  Military  Park  in  Pennsylvan 
and  the  Fredericksburg-Spotsylvania 
National  Military  Park  in  Virginia. 

For  further  information  about 
Teaching  with  Historic  Places,  contac 
Brenda  Olio  at  the  National  Park 
Service,  (202)  343-9547. 

CENTRAL  VIRGINIA'S  CIVIL 
WAR  SITES  TO  BE  LINKED 
BY  TRAILBLAZING  SYSTEM 

Fifty-one  historic  sites  with  ties  to  th< 
final  campaign  of  the  Civil  War  will 
be  interpreted  and  linked  through  an 
innovative  plan  that  will  be  funded 
with  a  $408,000  federal  Intermodal 
Surface  Transportation  Efficiency  Act 
grant  and  with  $102,000  in  other 
funds. 

This  new  interpretive  effort 
came  about  through  extraordinary 
cooperation  among  the  counties  of 
Caroline,  Charles  City,  Chesterfield, 
Hanover,  Henrico,  New  Kent,  Prince 
George,  Spotsylvania,  and  Stafford, 
and  among  the  cities  of 
Fredericksburg,  Hopewell,  Petersburg 
and  Richmond.  The  Central  Virginia 
Civil  War  Consortium  says  it  will 
begin  constructing  interpretive  displa' ,' 
at  the  sites  in  March  and  expects  to 
complete  the  project  in  July. 

"There  exists  in  Central  Virginia  s 
unique  opportunity  to  educate  the 
public  about  the  Civil  War.  This 
project  intends  to  link  dozens  of  the 
area's  rich  historic  sites  like  a  string 
of  pearls  offering  the  public  a  Civil 
War  experience  they  can  receive 
nowhere  else, "  according  to 
application  state  released  by  the 
consortium.  Among  the  sites  to  be 
linked  are  the  Frederickburg- 
Spotsylvania  National  Military  Park, 
the  Richmond  National  Battlefield,  th  i 
Petersburg  National  Battlefield,  and 
the  Museum  of  the  Confederacy  in 


Richmond. 

Visitors  will  start  the  tour  at  either 
Fredericksburg  or  Peterburg.  Pictorial 
and  map  displays  will  be  installed  at 
each  of  the  sites.  The  Final  Campaign 
interpretation  will  bound  maps  of  each 
site  with  a  description  of  the  locality 
printed  on  the  overleaf.  The  project 
will  meet  the  ISTEA  requirements  for 
bicycle  and  pedestrian  facilities,  scenic 
and  historic  highways,  landscaping  and 
other  scenic  beautification,  historic 
preservation,  and  rehabilitation  and 
operation  of  historic  transportation 
buildings,  structures,  or  facilities, 
including  historic  railroad  facilities  and 
canals. 

The  Final  Campaign  application 
notes  that,  according  to  a  1992 
Virginia  Division  of  Tourism  study, 
25  percent  of  all  visitors  to  Virginia 
plan  to  tour  a  Civil  War  site  during 
their  stay.  Virginia  was  the  site  of 
more  than  60  percent  of  the  battles 
and  75  percent  of  the  casualties  of  the 
Civil  War,  according  to  the 
consortium's  statement. 

GETTYSBURG  RAILROAD  CUT 
PROPOSALS  DUE  IN  DECEMBER 

A  study  of  alternatives  for  repairing 
damage  incurred  at  historic  Oak  Ridge 
adjacent  to  the  Gettysburg  National 
Military  Park  will  be  completed  in 
December.  The  recommendations  will 
then  be  reviewed  by  National  Park 
Service  Director  Roger  Kennedy. 

The  7.5-acre  parcel  was  traded  in 
1990  by  the  National  Park  Service  to 
Gettysburg  College  in  exchange  for  a 
conservation  easement  on  the  college's 
47  acres  of  playing  fields.  Oak  Ridge 
was  the  site  of  action  on  July  1,  1863, 
the  first  day  of  the  Battle  of 
Gettysburg. 

Because  of  its  concern  over  the 
hazard  of  a  railroad  line  cutting 
through  its  campus,  Gettysburg 
College  rerouted  the  line  along  Oak 
Ridge  and  excavated  the  ridge's 
southeast  corner  in  the  process.  Public 
comments  about  the  situation  and 
possible  ways  of  mitigating  damage  to 
the  site  were  heard  during  a 
September  28  meeting  at  Gettysburg 
National  Military  Park.  Several  of  the 
suggested  reconstruction  proposals 


could  cost  $6  million  or  more, 
according  to  preliminary  estimates. 

CONGRESS  OKAYS  FUNDS  FOR 
NEEDED  NPS  CIVIL  WAR  PARK 
IMPROVEMENTS 

Construction  and  planning  projects  at 
National  Park  Service  Civil  War  Parks 
received  an  $9.6-million  allocation, 
according  to  a  103  rd  Congress 
conference  report  released  in 
September. 

The  appropriation  covers  the 
following  projects:  Chickamauga- 
Chattanooga  National  Military  Park, 
road  relocation,  $2,000,000;  Harpers 
Ferry  National  Historical  Park,  town 
restoration,  $3,000,000;  Kennesaw 
National  Battlefield  Park,  visitor 
center  rehabilitation,  $1,000,000; 
Monocacy  National  Battlefield,  Gabrill 
Mansion  restoration  and  rehabilitation, 
$1,500,000;  Stones  River  National 
Battlefield,  trail  connector,  $985,000 
and  $95,000  (planning),  $750,000  for 
transportation  planning;  and  Fort 
Smith  National  Historical  Site,  historic 
structure  report,  $300,000. 

Congress  also  allocated  funds  for 
the  acquisition  of  land  at: 
Fredericksburg-Spotsylvania  National 
Military  Park,  $500,000;  Palo  Alto 
National  Battlefield,  $500,000;  and 
Stones  River  National  Battlefield, 
$500,000. 

OHIO'S  LARGEST  CIVIL  WAR 
BATTLEFIELD  THREATENED  BY 
GRAVEL  QUARRY 

Ohio's  largest  Civil  War  battlefield, 
the  Battle  of  Buffington  Island,  may 
become  the  site  of  a  gravel  quarry. 

Buffington  Island  became  a  part  of 
Civil  War  history  following  the  July 
19,  1863  battle.  The  Meigs  County 
Historical  Society  currently  is  trying  to 
purchase  the  battle  site  to  preserve  it 
and  to  prevent  the  proposed  quarry 
operation. The  society  also  plans  to 
erect  markers  indicating  the  path  of 
Confederate  Brigadier  General  John 
Hunt  Morgan's  Raid  through  Meigs 
County.  Further  information  is 
available  from  the  historical  society, 
P.O.  Box  145,  Pomeroy,  OH  45769. 


FORTIFICATIONS  GROUP  TO 
MEET  AT  VICKSBURG 

The  Civil  War  Fortifications  Study 
Group  (CWFSG)  will  hold  its  third 
annual  meeting  at  Vicksburg,  MS,  on 
February  16-19.  Tours  of  fortification! 
located  on  Vicksburg  Campaign- 
related  battlefields  and  Port  Hudson 
will  be  lead  by  historian  Ed  Bearss 
and  others.  Evening  presentations  will 
focus  on  fortifications  and  their 
preservation.  Anyone  interested  in  the 
history  and  preservation  of  Civil  War 
fortifications  is  eligible  to  join  the 
study  group  and  to  attend  annual 
meetings.  For  further  information, 
contact  Dale  Floyd,  CWFSG 
president,  at  8107  Greeley  Blvd., 
Springfield,  VA  22152,  (703)  569- 
9566. 


Note:  Battlefield  Update  is  distributed 
free  of  charge.    We  invite  readers  to 
submit  news  items  for  the  Update  (we 
reserve  the  right  to  select  and  edit 
items  as  space  requires)  and  to  be 
added  to  our  mailing  list.    Please  call 
(202)  343-9505  or  fax  information  to 
(202)  343-1836  or  mail  to  the  return 
address  on  page  four. 
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SAVANNAH  BATTLEFIELD 
FROM  1779  ENDANGERED 


Negotiations  are  continuing  between 
the  Norfolk  Southern  Corporation  and 
the  Trust  for  Public  Land  on  the 
potential  acquisition  of  land  in  Savan- 
nah, GA,  that  was  the  site  of  Spring 
Hill  Redoubt,  a  noted  Revolutionary 
War  battle. 

Concern  about  the  future  of 
the  approximately  20-acre  National 
Historic  Landmark  site  escalated  this 
fall  when  a  developer  made  a  purchase 
offer  to  Norfolk  Southern  for  the 
property.  The  railroad  reportedly  is 
asking  $1  million  for  the  land. 

A  retail  complex  and  fast-food 
restaurant  are  proposed  for  the  site  of 
Spring  Hill  Redoubt,  which  is  known 
as  the  second  bloodiest  battle  of  the 


Revolutionary  War.  The  October  9, 
1779,  battle  resulted  in  the  death  of 
more  than  1 ,000  American  and  French 
soldiers. 

Local  opposition  to  the  devel- 
opment plan  has  been  led  by  the 
Coastal  Heritage  Society,  which 
envisions  a  battlefield  park  and  memo- 
rial commemorating  the  battle  of 
Spring  Hill  Redoubt  on  the  site.  The 
Historic  Savannah  Foundation  and 
other  organizations  have  expressed 
"grave  concerns"  to  the  city  council 
about  the  possible  loss  of  the  Revolu- 
tionary War  site,  says  foundation 
executive  director  Stephanie  Churchill. 

The  battle  is  notable  for  many 
reasons,  including  such  facts  as  the 


participation  of  a  572-soldier  regiment 
from  Haiti,  which  was  the  largest 
contingent  of  black  soldiers  to  fight  in 
the  Revolutionary  War. 

The  battle  also  resulted  in  the 
mortal  wounding  of  Count  Casimir 
Pulaski,  the  Polish  freedom  fighter. 
The  property  is  located  within 
Savannah's  Historic  Railroad  District, 
which  is  one  of  the  nation's  most  intac 
historic  railroad  complexes. 

The  Central  of  Georgia  Rail- 
road complex,  built  from  1860  to 
1876,  contains  a  number  of  structures 
including  the  Train  Shed,  which  is  nov 
the  Savannah  History  Museum,  and  th 
Head  House,  which  houses  the  Savan- 
nah Visitors'  Center. 

The  L-shaped  Spring  Hill 
Redoubt  site  is  bordered  by  the  histori 
cally  significant  former  railroad 
carpentry  shop,  which  also  could  be 
endangered  if  the  proposed  develop- 
ment is  constructed. 

Savannah  Historic  Preservatioi 
Officer  Beth  Reiter  says  a  general 
archaeological  investigation  of  a 
portion  of  the  Spring  Hill  Redoubt 
property  was  conducted  in  1981.  The 
site  is  now  filled  land,  which  resulted 
during  the  construction  of  the  19th- 
century  railroad  complex,  according  tc 
Reiter. 

On  December  6,  the  Savannah 
Planning  Commission  requested  a 
planning  study  of  the  city's  Martin 
Luther  King  Boulevard  because  of  the 
proliferation  of  fast-food  restaurants 
along  the  road.  The  boulevard  is  the 
western  boundary  of  the  city's  historic 
district  and  the  eastern  boundary  of  th 
railroad  district. 


:iVIL  WAR  TRUST 
PROTECTS  CROSS 
<(EYS  IN  VIRGINIA 

!ross  Keys,  the  site  of  an  intense  1862 
livil  War  battle  in  the  Shenandoah 
Galley,  now  is  protected  in  perpetuity 
lanks  to  an  easement  purchased 
scently  by  the  Civil  War  Trust. 
Tie  40-acre  site  is  owned  by  Peter 
venson,  the  author  of  Battlefield: 
arming  a  Civil  War  Battleground. 
venson  brought  current  renown  to  the 
ite  by  describing  his  discovery  and 
ppreciation  of  the  site's  history.  More 
lan  16,000  soldiers  assembled  along  a 
lile-long  battle  line  at  Cross  Keys, 
venson's  40-acre  farm  is  located  near 
larrisonburg,  VA. 

"The  lethal  din  of  June  8, 
862,  a  singular  day  of  destiny,  confin- 
es to  echo  across  the  peaceful  fields, 
nd  now,  thanks  to  the  foresight  and 
etermination  of  the  Civil  War  Trust, 
le  sounds  of  battle  will  echo  in 
erpetuity,"  says  S venson,  who  lives 
nd  works  on  the  property.  It  pleases 
le  to  know  that  future  generations  of 
Americans  will  be  able  to  see  this  land 
--see  it  and  contemplate  it  and  hear 
tiese  same  sounds~and  be  reminded  of 
heir  unique,  hard-won  heritage.  For 
yhen  people  can  look  upon  fields  such 
s  these,  they  are  prone  to  renew  their 
ommitment  as  citizens  of  a  great  and 
;rateful  nation." 

"Acquiring  the  Cross  Keys 
asement  fulfills  the  ultimate  goal  of 
•reservation-not  to  wait  until  there  is  a 
risis  to  begin  to  acquire  a  historically 
ignificant  site,"  says  Matt  Andrews, 
he  Trust's  executive  vice  president. 
Vndrews  handled  the  negotiations  that 
ed  to  the  protective  easement.  Also 
nvolved  were  a  Harrisonburg  bank,  a 
>rivate  donor,  and  the  Virginia  Out- 
loors  Foundation.  Although  the  Cross 
Ceys  battlefield  has  been  evaluated  as 
97-98  percent  pristine,"  according  to 


the  Trust,  "recent  changes  in  the 
community  around  it  and  frequent  local 
inquiries  by  developers  had  made  the 
threat  of  encroachments  an  abiding 
threat  to  its  integrity. " 

Cross  Keys  is  listed  among  the 
Civil  War  Sites  Advisory  Commission's 
Priority  II:  Battlefields  with  Opportuni- 
ties for  Comprehensive  Preservation. 
The  commission  identified  2,153  acres 
as  the  core  battlefield  area  of  Cross 
Keys. 

GETTYSBURG  TOWER 
PURCHASE  AND  RAZING 
IS  SOUGHT  BY  GROUP 

The  National  Tower,  the  controversial 
310-foot  tall  steel  tower  that  looms  over 
the  Gettysburg  National  Military  Park, 
may  be  demolished  by  the  end  of  1995 
if  a  Maryland  man  succeeds  with  a 
plan  to  purchase  it. 

Retired  executive  James 
Holechek  hopes  to  negotiate  the 
purchase  of  the  two-decade  old  tower 
with  funds  raised  through  a  nonprofit 
corporation  that  he  is  establishing. 
Holechek  spearheaded  a  $200,000 
campaign  to  erect  a  Maryland  memo- 
rial at  Gettysburg.  The  monument  was 
unveiled  in  November.  Holechek  says 
the  new  organization  will  solicit 
contributions  from  a  variety  of  funding 
sources  in  order  to  raise  the  purchase 
funds  for  the  tower. 

CONSERVATION  FUND 
AIDS  23  CIVIL  WAR 
BATTLEFIELDS 

With  the  soon-to-be-completed  dona- 
tion of  256  acres  at  Port  Hudson,  LA, 
the  Conservation  Fund  and  its  partners 
will  have  helped  to  protect  23  separate 
Civil  War  battlefields  in  just  over  four 
years. 

The  Port  Hudson  site  marks 
the  first  major  assault  by  black  troops 
led  by  black  officers  during  the  Civil 


War.  Historian  and  Battle  Cry  of 
Freedom  author  James  M.  McPherson 
has  noted  that  the  Port  Hudson  battle  in 
1863  emphasized  that  "the  courage  of 
these  black  men  in  blue  was  crucial  in 
establishing  the  success  of  what  had 
theretofore  been  regarded  as  a  dubious 
'experiment'  —  the  recruitment  of 
African  Americans  to  fight  for  the 
Union  and  freedom." 


The  Conservation  Fund's  Civil 
War  Battlefield  Campaign,  which  began 
in  1990,  has  protected  Civil  War 
battlefields  as  diverse  as  Glorieta  Pass 
in  New  Mexico  and  Fredericksburg  in 
Virginia.  Frances  H.  Kennedy,  director 
of  the  campaign,  noted  in  making  the 
announcement  about  the  pending 
donation  of  the  Port  Hudson  land  to  the 
Port  Hudson  State  Commemorative 
Area,  that  "Our  partners-individuals, 
businesses,  nonprofits,  and  founda- 
tions—are responsible  for  the  success  of 
the  campaign.  Special  thanks  go  to 
Freeport  McMoRan;  J.  Aron  Charitable 
Foundation;  Georgia  Pacific;  The 
Gilder  Foundation;  Louisiana  Public 
Facilities  Authority;  RJR  Nabisco;  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  John  L.  Nau  III,  the  Associa- 
tion for  the  Preservation  of  Civil  War 
Sites,  and  the  Civil  War  Trust." 


RESACA  BATTLEFIELD  PLAN 
PROGRESSES  WITH  ABPP  HELP 


MAUREEN  FOSTER 
LEAVES  BATTLEFIELD 
PROGRAM  FOR  NEW 
PARK  SERVICE  JOB 


Thanks  to  a  $47,000  cooperative  agreement  awarded  by  the  American 
Battlefield  Protection  Program  to  the  Georgia  State  Office  of  Historic 
Preservation,  a  detailed  preservation  plan  for  the  Resaca  Battlefield  is 
well  on  its  way  toward  completion. 

The  Resaca  Battlefield,  which  is  located  33  miles  south  of 
Chattanooga,  was  the  scene  of  fierce  fighting  on  May  14  and  15,  1864, 
during  the  Atlanta  Campaign. 

Included  in  the  Resaca  preservation  plan,  which  is  being  pre- 
pared by  the  Georgia-based  Jaeger  Company,  are  the  battlefield' s 
topography,  the  existing  land-use,  and  the  individual  property  owner- 
ship. During  a  December  meeting  in  Resaca,  Dale  Jaeger,  the  firm's 
principal,  reported  on  the  progress  made  to  date  in  compiling  the 
preservation  plan.  The  plan  will  be  completed  in  April.  The  meeting 
was  attended  by  local  citizens  and  representatives  of  the  Georgia  Civil 
War  Commission,  the  Georgia  State  Historic  Preservation  Office,  the 
Trust  for  Public  Land,  and  the  Resaca  City  Council. 

"While  the  construction  of  Interstate  75  did  destroy  some  of  the 
Confederate  earthworks  [at  Resaca],  the  view  from  the  highway  toward 
the  west  reveals  that  the  Union  lines  have  changed  very  little  in  the 
intervening  130  years,"  says  O.J.  Keller,  a  Georgia  Civil  War  Commis- 
sion member.  "Part  of  the  Confederate  forts  to  the  north  and  east  also 
remain,  including  the  famous  four-gun  battery,  which  federal  troops 
captured  during  severe  fighting  on  May  14. 

"After  dark,  the  Federals  succeeded  in  removing  four  captured 
cannons  from  the  earthworks  by  cutting  through  the  parapet,"  Keller 
says.  "This  incident,  publicized  in  Harpers  Weekly,  helped  elect  Col. 
Benjamin  Harrison  as  the  president  of  the  United  States  almost  30  years 
later." 


Note:  Battlefield  Update  is  distributed  free  of  charge.  We  invite 
readers  to  submit  news  items  for  the  Update  (we  reserve  the  right  to 
select  and  edit  items  as  space  requires)  and  to  be  added  to  our  mailing 
list.  Please  call  (202)  343-9505  or  fax  information  to  (202)  343-1836 
or  mail  to  the  return  address  on  page  four. 


Maureen  Danaher  Foster,  who  served 
as  an  American  Battlefield  Protectioi 
Program  administrator  and  historian 
since  the  program's  inception  in  1990, 
left  the  program  on  December  9  to 
accept  the  newly  created  position  of 
communications  coordinator  of  the 
National  Park  Service's  ongoing 
restructuring  effort. 

Foster,  who  administered  the 
ABPP's  cooperative  agreements, 
publications,  and  work  plan,  said  the 
battlefield  program  has  made  excellent 
progress  in  implementing  the  goals  set 
by  the  Civil  War  Sites  Advisory 
Commission.  "We  now  have  spon- 
sored more  than  35  preservation  plans 
for  more  than  30  of  the  priority  Civil 
War  battlefields  identified  in  the  Civil 
War  Sites  Advisory  Commission 
Report  on  the  Nation 's  Civil  War 
Battlefields,"  Foster  says. 

"We  have  seen  major  land 
purchases  at  such  important  sites  as 
Prairie  Grove,  Mill  Springs,  and 
Perryville  with  support  from  the 
ABPP.  We  have  seen  Fort  Fisher 
saved  from  falling  in  the  ocean  and  we 
have  seen  the  dedication  of  hard- 
working individuals  who,  with  mini- 
mal assistance,  have  seized  the  oppor- 
tunity to  preserve  battlefields.  The 
real  credit  goes  to  them." 

Foster  also  says  that  the 
American  Battlefield  Protection 
Program  "has  helped  to  show  mat 
the  Civil  War  also  occurred  west  of 
the  Mississippi  and  not  just  in  Vir- 
ginia." 


National  Park  Service 
Interagency  Resources  Division 
American  Battlefield  Protection  Program 
P.O.  Box  37127,  Suite  250 
Washington,  DC   20013-7127 
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This  publication  in  financed  by  the  United  Stales  Department  of  the  Inlerior,  National  Park  Service.    Under  Title  VI  of  the  Civil  Rights  Act  of  1964,  as  amended;  Sectioi 
504  of  the  Rehabilitation  Act  of  1973,  as  amended;  and  the  Age  Discrimination  Act  of  1975,  as  amended,  the  United  Stales  Department  of  the  interior  prohibits 
discrimination  on  the  basis  of  nice,  color,  national  origin,  handicap,  or  age  in  its  programs.   If  you  believe  you  have  been  discriminated  against  in  any  program,  activity,  » 
facility,  or  if  you  desire  further  information  please  write:  Office  of  Equal  Opportunity,   National  Park  Service,  P.O.  Box  37127,  Washington,   DC    20013-7127. 
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